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Good morning, freep.com readers! We'll get started with our chat in just a few minutes. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 11:52 
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[Comment From Jack Dempsey Jack Dempsey : ] 

Great to be here, thanks for the invitation! 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 11:55 Jack Dempsey 
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[Comment From Marty Hershock Marty Hershock : ] 

Hello to everyone. Thanks for having me here. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 11:56 Marty Hershock 

	11:59
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Welcome, everyone. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 11:59 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force : ] 

I think it's great awareness concerning Michigan and the Civil War is coming around. Been a long time coming 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 11:59 Brent Force 
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Marty Hershock:  

Agreed. Michigan's connection to the conflict is a vitally important one. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:00 Marty Hershock


	12:00
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Marty, what was Michigan's biggest contribution to the Civil War? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:00 Zlati Meyer/freep.com

	12:01
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, what are your thoughts about the Wolverine State's role in the war? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:01 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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Marty Hershock:  

Wow! Big question. Obviously, MI contributed many soldiers to the conflict. beyond that, though, I'd have to say that it was the crusading spirit of the state that helped to focus the nation's attention on the slavery issue. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:02 Marty Hershock

	12:03
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Marty, any particular battles? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:03 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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Jack Dempsey:  

Zlati, it was crucial to saving the Union. The sacrifices of over 14,000 soldiers, untold heartbreak of their family and friends, says it all. But there are other aspects that need to be told. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:04 Jack Dempsey
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Marty Hershock:  

MI soldiers played critical roles in many battles in both the eastern and western theaters of operation. When one thinks of MI units in the conflict one is most often drawn to Gettysburg and the famous 24th MI. But MI troops were there at every battle and played critical roles in many engagements. They also were among the first to enter richmond when it fell to Union troops and they were involved in the capture of jefferson davis. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:05 Marty Hershock


	12:05
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Thanks. Here's a question for you, Marty. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:05 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

I'd like to know more about Michigan's mining connection to the conflict. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:05 Mary W


	12:06
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, Michiganders were there at the end, too. Talk about its soldiers’ capturing CSA president Jefferson Davis and their presence at Appomattox. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:06 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

I would agree with Mr. Hershock. I've spent many years studying the 24th Michigan and working on a historical novel. Slavery was an important issue even within that regiment, as two differing views came together to support the cause with their Morrow being a democrat and Flanigan being a republican. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:06 Brent Force
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[Comment From David V David V: ] 

What are some of the bigger events planned around Michigan during the next four years to commemorate the war, if you know of any? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:07 David V
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Marty Hershock:  

Mary, the mining district in MI's upper peninsula was really only beginning to be developed in the decade before the war. The demands of the Union armies for bullets, shells, cannons, guns, copper for firing mechanisms and ship's hulls, etc., really kicked into high gear the state's mining operations. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:07 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From Lizzy Lizzy: ] 

Can you provide any information on what role the Ladies Aid Society assisted the Michigan Soldiers in the the Civil War 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:08 Lizzy
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[Comment From Duncan Evad Duncan Evad: ] 

Was there any Confederate-Yankee shooting in Michigan, including its Great Lakes waters? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:08 Duncan Evad
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Jack Dempsey:  

UofM-trained Benjamin Pritchard of Allegan County led the 4th MI Cavalry when it captured Davis near Irwinville GA -- a song was written about it by "Wolf Erine". At Appomattox, Custer led the way in cutting off Lee and capturing his supplies at the nearby depot. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:08 Jack Dempsey
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Marty Hershock:  

Brent's point about Democrats and Republicans agreeing on anti-slavery is a critical one. most people don't know that the Rep Party was founded in jackson, MI on July 6, 1854. It represented an effort to bring anti-slavery elements from across the political spectrum together. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:09 Marty Hershock


	12:10
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

David, the Detroit Free Press had a list of upcoming Civil War-related events in today's paper. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:10 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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Jack Dempsey:  

For events, check out the calendar on this page: http://micivilwar.org/ 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:10 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

The National Archives exhibit, Discovering the Civil War opens at The Henry Ford on May 21st, and the actual Emancipation Proclamation will be at The Henry Ford for 36 hours, during June. Viewing for the EP is free! 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:10 Mary W
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[Comment From David V David V: ] 

Cool, thanks. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:10 David V


	12:11
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, here's one for you. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:11 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Brandon Baker Brandon Baker: ] 

Who's Command did the 24th MI serve under during the Battle of Gettysburg? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:11 Brandon Baker
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Marty Hershock:  

Lizzy, the role of northern women during the war is an underappreciated one. The organization that you mentioned played a crucial function in supporting MI's men in the field. The women in these groups sent supplies to MI units. raised money to purchase needed goods, and volunteered for service as nurses and aids to the units. Women also assumed much more responsibility for traditionally male roles at home as well. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:12 Marty Hershock
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Jack Dempsey:  

The role of women was crucial to Michigan's contributions. I believe Brian Egen at The Henry Ford can put people in touch with an expert on the Society: BrianE@thehenryford.org 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:12 Jack Dempsey
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Jack Dempsey:  

Brandon, under Colonel Henry Morrow of Detroit. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:13 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Lizzy Lizzy: ] 

Thank you! 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:13 Lizzy


	12:14
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, Michigan was known for its participation in the Underground Railroad. How did that influence the state during this bloody period? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:14 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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Marty Hershock:  

Duncan, there was a poorly planned effort by Confederate sympathizers to take over an armed Union naval vessel on the Great lakes and to use it to liberate Confederate prisoners in the Cleveland area. it came to naught. there were also raids launched into southern IN and OH that sent waves of panic through the region. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:14 Marty Hershock


	12:15
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Marty, how can Detroit's auto industry be traced back to the Civil War? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:15 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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Marty Hershock:  

Lizzy, there is also the famous story of Sarah Edmonds (aka Franklin Thomson) who disguised herself as a male soldier and enlisted in a MI regiment. She wrote a wonderful memoir of her experiences. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:16 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

Are you referring to the John Hunt Morgan raid of Corydon IN and eventual capture in OH? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:17 corporal493
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Marty Hershock:  

Zlati, the boost that the war gave to Detroit and MI's industrial base was critical to laying the foundation for the later auto industry. Fortunes made in lumber and mining were later poured into early auto companies and the skills that Detroit workers forged in the war (iron making, machine work, woodworking) served as critical components in early auto work. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:18 Marty Hershock
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Jack Dempsey:  

Zlati, the anti-slavery movement gained more and more strength during the antebellum era. I think the plight of escaping slaves -- many of whom were Americans risking their lives for freedom -- caught the attention of the average Michigander and motivated more involvement in the cause of freedom. The birth of the Republican party here, as Marty mentions, would not have been likely absent the railroad. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:18 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Greg LaTour Greg LaTour: ] 

My family recently traced its roots prior to the civil war. My great great great great grandfather voluntarily enlisted into the 24th Michigan infantry. We know the 24th was part of the famous Iron Brigade and fought at Gettysburg but Information is hard to find. Do you know of any books written about the Michigan 24th? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:18 Greg LaTour
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[Comment From Scott Scott: ] 

Why do we distort the truth about the U.S. Civil War? Lincoln only freed the slaves to keep England from entering the war. The Civil War was about states' rights, it would've happened with or without slavery! Do you find it hypocrytical when we say the Civil War was to stop slavery when we had Union states that allowed slavery? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:19 Scott
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Marty Hershock:  

Yes corporal493, the Morgan raids. MI's proximity to the canadian border (controlled by GB) and the british favor for the Confederacy left many in MI fearful of a similar raid. there was, in fact, a raid on St Albans, VT that originated in Canada. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:19 Marty Hershock


	12:20
	[image: image32.png]



Jack Dempsey:  

Greg, there's a book written a number of years by Donald L. Smith entitled "The Twenty fourth Michigan". There are other books on the Iron Brigade, like the classic one by Alan Nolan. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:20 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Duncan Evad Duncan Evad: ] 

Several recent articles in national publications have said the Civil War is still being fought -- that the South and North disagree whether slavery or states' rights was the cause -- or that the fight over free (slave) labor vs. paid labor (North) was the cause. Any thoughts? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:21 Duncan Evad
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

I think it's also important to recall that the Emancipation Proclamation specifically freed slaves in states that seceded. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:21 Mary W
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

Scott, I disagree with you. The Civil War was about slavery. The argument made for states' right refer to slavery. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:21 Brent Force
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[Comment From Brandon Baker Brandon Baker: ] 

Thank you for your answer 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:22 Brandon Baker
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Marty Hershock:  

Scott, the truths about the Civil War are often distorted for political purposes. No matter how one slices it, slavery is connected to the war. You are right to say that Lincoln's actions relative to slavery were limited. Most northerners were not abolitionists. Still, the southern states would not have seceded if it were not for their fear that Lincoln and the republicans were about to interfere with their domestic institutions--i.e. slavery. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:22 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From MrTuktoyaktuk MrTuktoyaktuk: ] 

How can anyone reduce the Civil War to "the" cause, complex combination of factors. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:22 MrTuktoyaktuk
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[Comment From Greg LaTour Greg LaTour: ] 

Thank You, Jack 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:22 Greg LaTour
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Jack Dempsey:  

Scott, I respectfully disagree. Lincoln's election -- and the Republican platform opposing the extension of slavery -- was the precipitating cause for South Carolina's secession on December 20, just a month later. Other Deep South states then followed and cited the anti-slavery policy of the incoming Administration. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:22 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

Scott, why do people like you try to deny that it was about slavery? Slavery was the key state's right that the southern states were fearful about losing. That is why they fought diligently to keep the political balance of slave vs free states even prior to the war when new states were admitted. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:23 corporal493
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[Comment From Scott Scott: ] 

How can you say it was about slavery when Kentucky, Missouri, and Maryland still allowed slavery, but remained loyal to the Union? Lincoln knew that if England joined the Confederacy then the Union would fail. England had stopped all slavery in its terriotries around the 1830s. Slavery was more of an issue to keep England out. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:24 Scott
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[Comment From David V David V: ] 

All one has to do is read the declaration South Carolina wrote declaring independence to know the war was about slavery. I read it a few weeks ago out of curiosity, fascinating read. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:24 David V
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Jack Dempsey:  

Duncan, the Sesqui effort in the Southern States today is much more inclusive, trying to tell the story of all Americans -- including blacks. Still, there is a strong undercurrent of those who continue to feel that their ancestors' role needs to be sheltered under the states' rights banner. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:24 Jack Dempsey

	12:25
	[image: image45.png]



Marty Hershock:  

MrTuktoyaktuk is correct, the causes of the war are many and complex. many of them, however, connect back to slavery: whether it should expand into the west? whether it was in keeping with the desires/intent of the founders/ whether it was moral/ whether it helped or hindered the nation's economic growth? etc. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:25 Marty Hershock


	12:26
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Marty, the mining and timber industries' need for workers drew many Europeans here. How did they influence Michigan -- besides pasties? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:26 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Tim B Tim B: ] 

Jack or Marty,not including Gettysburg, do you have any particular favorite sites that commemorate the civil war? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:27 Tim B
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[Comment From Guest Guest: ] 

Distortion of history is a liberal trademark. States rights....the 3/5ths clause....all fact based history that is "hidden". 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:27 Guest
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

A balancing act, Scott. Lincoln was a politician and his dance was delicate. I really doubt England would have joined in favor of the Confederacy. They always favored a "wait and see" mentality. With key Confederate reverses like Antietam and much later on Gettysburg, England would keep out. And I'm not even bringing up the war in the west, where Confederate armies faired rather badly throughout the war. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:27 Brent Force
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Jack Dempsey:  

We also shouldn't overlook that Congress abolished slavery in the District of Columbia early in the war. And then the federal government gradually allowed African-Americans to serve in the military. The Confederacy only made moves in that direction out of desperation in 1865. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:28 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

Confederate vice president Stephens also declared, and I'm paraphrasing, that the cornerstone of the confederate government was the truth that the white was superior to the negro. So to delcare in 2011 that the war was not about keeping slavery is dishonest and trying to sugar coat what the south was. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:28 corporal493
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Marty Hershock:  

Scott, you are correct to indicate that Lincoln acted very carefully regarding slavery and that his issuing of the Emancipation proclamation was, in part, intended to keep Europe out of the conflict. Still, even in the early stages of the war, Lincoln was looking for a way to end slavery via compensated emancipation--he offered it to the states you mention--and, preferably, linked to recolonization. He also understood, however, that slave labor was helping the south to stay in the war longer than they might otherwise be able to do so. So yes, there are very practical reasons for having to deal with slavery but, as Jack pointed out, no debate over slavery, no war. Again, it wasn't necessarily a question of morality. for most it was not. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:28 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From Duncan Evad Duncan Evad: ] 

Oh please "guest" -- let's keep "liberal" or "conservative" epithets out of this. At least here we should keep buzzwords out. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:29 Duncan Evad
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

It is SICKENING to see early Civil War military strategy! Where men lined up in columns waiting to die. The "Generals" of that era should all have been hung for war crimes. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:30 Buzz Word
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Jack Dempsey:  

Tim B, in Michigan my favorite is the Soldiers and Sailors monument in Campus Martius in Detroit. There are also great monuments on the Capitol grounds in Lansing. Out of state, great battlegrounds are Antietam (where you can visit the three phases of the battle in order) and Manassas (close to DC and where Michigan's 1st Infantry made the deepest incursion into the Rebel lines). 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:30 Jack Dempsey
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Marty Hershock:  

Guest, you are correct to note distortions of history--they are many and they are used by all sides of the political spectrum. States right, however, was tied to preservation of slavery. even the 2/3 of southerners who did not own slaves saw their liberty bound up in the institution. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:30 Marty Hershock

	12:30
	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, here's a question for you. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:30 Zlati Meyer/freep.com
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[Comment From Scott Scott: ] 

What about the tariffs that were imposed at that time? They favored Northern states, but were detrimental to the Southern states and destroyed their economy. Many historians agree that Southern seccession was more of a fiscal fight, rather than over slavery. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:30 Scott
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

I think the "war crimes" were a function of weapons outdistancing strategies...not much different than WWI. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:31 Mary W
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

Battle Creek has wonderful statue as well. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:31 Brent Force
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[Comment From Duncan Evad Duncan Evad: ] 

What about lesser known, "minor" battles in which Michigan forces participated? Any favorite examples? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:32 Duncan Evad
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Marty Hershock:  

Buzz Word, The CW reveals that military strategy had not yet caught up to military technology. As smooth bore muskets gave way to rifled muskets, the accuracy and killing potential of bullets increased dramatically. alas, the tacts that were often employed were adapted to a different day and age. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:32 Marty Hershock
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Jack Dempsey:  

Buzz, interesting book about US Grant I just read compares the losses under his command to Lee's and says Ulys -- whose Detroit home still exists -- was more clever and understood how to outmanuver his opponent. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:32 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

No Mary. Then military strategy was to line up and fire like in the revolutionary war. Mass idiocy strategy. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:33 Buzz Word
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[Comment From David V David V: ] 

I know the Civil war was revolutionary in the weapons department. What was the most revolutionary advance in weaponry during the civil war? I know my personal favorite to hear about is the Hunley and the Alligator. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:33 David V
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

Why do we as humans have a penchant for idealizing war? The group that can think of the most heinous way to kill humans is the "better" man??? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:34 Buzz Word
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

David, I have always been impressed by the improving strategic use of trenches in the Civil War and the role they played. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:34 Brent Force
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Jack Dempsey:  

Duncan, I stumbled across a State historical marker at Perryville in Kentucky a couple of years ago to . Very cool to see the green and yellow marker with the wolverine logo south of the Ohio river. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:35 Jack Dempsey
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Marty Hershock:  

Scott, tariffs are an interesting issue. of course, SC famously opposed a national tariff during the jackon administration and threatened to leave the union then. Even in the early 1830s, however, this action was tied to slavery. SC was one of the states to have a Black majority and thus was very anxious about any attacks on slavery. what do tariffs have to do with slavery? Well, in their mind, a federal government willing and powerful enought to pass an injurious tariff against the south was a federal government willing and able to also lash out at slavery. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:35 Marty Hershock
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Marty Hershock:  

David, 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:35 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

Buzz, the Civil War is full of idealized men. Think back to Alan T. Nolan who nearly destroyed his career when he published a book challenging the mythical status of Robert E. Lee. We are still dealing with it today, battling through myths when the real person is much more complext and interesting. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:37 Brent Force
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Marty Hershock:  

David, though not a military historian, i would have to say that rifled muskets/artillery were crucial. Also, the advent of repeating weapons later in the war. Other key contributions came from things like the telegraph, railroads, etc. These things enabled the movement of troops and information quickly. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:37 Marty Hershock
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[Comment From Tim B Tim B: ] 

Thanks Jack and Brent. I do also like the monument at Campus Martius, haven't to BC lately but will check it out next time. I visited both Gettysburg and Antietam and tracked the MI units where I could. I will try Manassas next... been trying to track MI units and seek out the Michigan markers through Tennessee as well. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:38 Tim B
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Jack Dempsey:  

Another favorite is Honey Hill in South Carolina. It's where the 1st Michigan Colored -- renamed the 102d U.S.C.T. -- fought, not far from Hilton Head SC. Can't get to it but it is powerful testimony to the bravery of Michigan African-Americans who fought on hostile soil. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:38 Jack Dempsey
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Marty Hershock:  

Buzz Word. The idelization of war is an interesting issue. i suppose with the Civil War at least, it has to do with the fact that so many folks attribute a grand ideal to the conflict. Thus it is more than just a war, it is a struggle to define the meaning of America. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:39 Marty Hershock


	12:39
	[image: image74.png]



[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

Honey Hill was also where the 102nd won its first congressional Medal of honor is it not? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:39 corporal493
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Jack Dempsey:  

Both Grand Rapids and Muskegon also have great monuments. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:39 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Mike Mike: ] 

What timing! I was just going to ask about SC's nullification crisis and Calhoun's influence on a rallying cry for SC to secede a couple decades later. How much was the crisis used as motivation to secede vs. slavery, especially considering that most southern whites did not have slaves. Were the aspirations to own slaves by poor whites that much of a life to strive for to support war? And why does it seem, especially since the early Royal period of the SC colony, has SC been so rebellious? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:40 Mike
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

Lincoln suspended habeas corpus and had troops fire on protesters in New York. And he is our "greatest" president? Accordingly... George Bush will go down as one of the greatest presidents in history following same logic. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:40 Buzz Word
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[Comment From Johnny Johnny: ] 

Do you consider people who fly the rebel treasonist or even racist? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:40 Johnny
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Jack Dempsey:  

Corporal, yes -- well, at least its commander did, Orson Bennett. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:40 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

Did the Fugitive Slave Act have any impact on the timing of the war? i.e., provoking Northern abolitionists and acting as a catalyst? 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:41 Mary W
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Marty Hershock:  

Duncan Evad. One of my favorite examples of MI troops' involvement in a leser known battle is the battle of South Mountain, in MD. This battle took place just before the more famous battle of Antietam and MI troops played a critical role in the Union victory there. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:41 Marty Hershock


	12:43
	[image: image82.png]



[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

Buzz, I believe Lincoln did what he felt he had to do. I can honestly admit that President of the United States is a job I wouldn't want to have, in war or peace. I commend you on your questions because it gets us thinking and keeps us talking. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:43 Brent Force
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

So current day Vermont and Texas have talked of seccession. 18% of Texans feel strongly about it. 15% in Vermont. Should we invade? 
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Marty Hershock:  

Mike, great question. Non-slaveholding whites were of two minds on slaves. They certainly despised the planter elite who they saw as haughty and arrogant. But, they also supported slavery. rue, many did so out of their own prejudice but others did so because they felt that slavery was critical to their own liberty. Some saw slave ownership as a steppingstone to success. others saw slaves as the insulation that protected them from the grasping power of planters. Without slavery, their own independence was in danger as the planters would use their considerable power to force poor whites into the role of field hands. 
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Jack Dempsey:  

Mary, the Act most certainly did. In Michigan, state and local efforts were mounted to undermine its enforcement. When a last minute compromise was offered to avert war, which included a fugitive slave component, Michigan's two senators voted against it. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:45 Jack Dempsey


	12:45
	[image: image86.png]



[Comment From Mike Mike: ] 

I would argue that those that fly the rebel flag while at the same time being members of the tea party or consider themselves "real americans" to be highly confused. How can you love what america stands for but then fly a flag that represents the destruction of the union and the ideal that men can be bought and paid for like so much property? 
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

Mike...you mean the same way the American flag represents the slaughter of native Americans? 
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

or are we conveniently forgetting our past? 
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Jack Dempsey:  

Questions about the propriety of the Rebel flag -- such as Kid Rock's use of it, and the NAACP's giving him an award -- powerfully demonstrate that the Civil War is not merely an "academic" issue (no reference to Marty intended!). 
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Marty Hershock:  

Buzz Word, Lincoln did suspend habeaus corpus and he used that suspension to quash political dissent. The incident that you refer to in NY, however, relates to a violent riot that swept through the city shortly after gettysburg. Gangs of whites rampaged through the city killing blacks. Union troops are sent from gettysburg to quell the disturbance. I think that preserving the Union merits recognition as a pretty great thing. 
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	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Paraphrased question from a participant: How many African-American fought in the Civil War? 
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Jack Dempsey:  

Buzz, glad you brought up Native Americans. They formed a key component of the 1st Michigan Sharpshooters regiment. And (at least) one is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. 

Tuesday April 12, 2011 12:48 Jack Dempsey
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[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

I don't believe ALL people that fly the rebel flag are racist, but I have found that people like Scott try to convince others that the south did not seceede because of slavery to make carrying that flag more palatable to today's audience. Thoughts? 
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Jack Dempsey:  

Zlati, from Michigan over one thousand in our own unit. But many enlisted in the forces raised by other States. 
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Marty Hershock:  

Johnny, the rebel flag certainly has many negative connotations attached to it. I understand the arguments made about the flag representing opposition to oppression, etc. but much of that is a byproduct of the "lost cause' mythology that developed in the post-war era. the same mythology that portrayed the Klan as defenders of the American way and of democracy. 
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[Comment From Mike Mike: ] 

I was speaking of those today that fly the flag, not about the settling of the west. Completely different subject. 
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[Comment From corporal493 corporal493: ] 

The number of African American soldiers I've heard and read about nationwide is approximately 180,000. Not including a possible couple hundred that manned confederate companies at the end of the war. 
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Marty Hershock:  

BuzzWord, there is a difference between talking about secession and actually doing it. 
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	Zlati Meyer/freep.com: 

Jack, the 24th Michigan is best known for its record number of casualties at Gettysburg. Why were they so hard hit? 
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[Comment From Brent Force Brent Force: ] 

Certainly the "lost cause" has done a great deal of damage our perception of the Civil War. General James Longstreet was among the first of its victims. 
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[Comment From Mary W Mary W: ] 

Will there be a transcript of this chat available? 
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[Comment From Mike Mike: ] 

Which brings me to my next question...how much did religion and the great awakenings influence the events that led to war? 
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Marty Hershock:  

Brent Force, the myth is still very much with us. Read Tony Horowitz's _Confederates in the Attic_ for more on this along with the work of MI native, David Blight. 
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Jack Dempsey:  

Zlati, they were hurried to the field, thrown into battle against superior numbers, and told to hold the position at all costs. The goal was to hold the Confederates at bay while the rest of the Army of the Potomac came up. They did their job -- at frightful a cost. 
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[Comment From Buzz Word Buzz Word: ] 

The sad facts here gentlemen...are that since the revolutionary war...black contribution to the very formation of the United States of America up throught the civil war and after are being WRITTEN OUT of history books for political agenda reasons. It is not only absurd...but very very dangerous. 
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Marty Hershock:  

Regarding the 24th MI...it was a unit comprised almost entirely of young men from western Wayne County. The casualties mentioned here devastated that community. Everyone knew someone who had been killed or wounded. 




