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This lesson was done with 6th grade students, but could be done with different age groups as well.
	Overview & Purpose

In this lesson, all 260 6th grade students will explore the process of designing and painting a mural. They will take into consideration the function of murals as examples of media in public, visual space and create a painting that functions as a public mural in this same, unique way. By working together, students will develop team-building skills and collaborate to create a pictorial, collective voice.
	Education Standards Addressed

Content Standard 1—Students create, perform/exhibit, and respond in the Arts.

Content Standard 2—Students apply and describe the concepts, structures, and processes in the Arts.

Content Standard 3—Students develop and refine arts skills and techniques to express ideas, pose and solve problems, and discover meaning.

Content Standard 4—Students analyze characteristics and merits of their work and the work of others.

Content Standard 5—Students understand the role of the Arts in society, diverse cultures, and historical periods.

Content Standard 6—Students make connections among the Arts, other subject areas, life, and work.


	Objectives


	 Objectives: 
At the end of this session students will be able to: 

• Discuss the way media communicate meaning – a key concept in media literacy 

• Design and paint a mural on a wall or paper
• Implement basic drawing and painting techniques 

• Collaborate with others 

• Develop project and time-management skills. 


	
	Materials Needed

· Paper

· Pencil

· Paintbrushes
· Sponges

· Water containers

· Sealant

· Paint rags

· Paint pens

· Overhead projector

· Overhead paper

· Copy machine 

· Tape

· Rulers

· Ladders

· Drop cloths

· Acrylic Paint

	Information/Vocabulary

	Mural

In this case, unless the group is painting on a wall, the term is used to express a collaborative painting which gives voice to the group who created it.

Civil Rights Movement

The struggle for social justice by African Americans. This began in the 1950’s when African Americans and their advocates began to protest in order to end racial segregation and discrimination, and to gain equal rights.

Collaborate

To work together

Consensus

General agreement by a group of people

Sketch

A quick, simple drawing which conveys the basic visual idea of an image

Composition

An arrangement of visual elements


	Graffiti

Words or pictures “scribbled” (“graffiti” means “scribble in Italian) on walls or other surfaces, usually public, and usually done without permission. The term, Graffiti is gaining an additional definition as a genre of art based on stylized lettering and cartoon-like figures and objects. This art form originates in illegal public art, primarily created using spray paint and permanent markers.

Logo 
A graphic symbol, comprised of letters and/or shapes, which signifies a person or business. Logos are usually very simple and easy to recognize so that the viewer “reads” them instantly and is reminded of the entities they represent. 

Media Literacy 
Media literacy is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media in a variety of forms.
	

	Verification


	Do students: work together, follow directions, participate in the design process and implement drawing and painting techniques?
	
	Other Resources

http://www.oercommons.org/courses/murals-heritage-on-the-walls-designing-a-mural


	Activity


	Students will design and paint a mural on a large wall.  It will be a collaborative effort, and the results will be amazing.
	
	

	Summary


	This lesson is a twofold process.  The first section is an into design principles, history of murals and entry into visual and public communication.  The second is a hands-on 
	
	Additional Notes

This lesson takes a lot of school and teacher flexibility.  Students will paint and draw the mural in groups of 6-8 in a rotation format (10-20min per group).  It works well to have 4-5 days to draw and paint.  Most students will get to draw and paint, but some may only get to come to the wall once; depending on their specific schedule.  It is important to have parent or artists too assist and help coordinate.



