Introduction to the Promethean Board and
ActivInspire  
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The Promethean Interactive White Board is a brand of Smart Board technology, and enables users to create and display interactive lessons. The board can project presentations made with Active Inspire software, PowerPoint or any other software on your computer. The Promethean board can also project web pages or other files that can be manipulated using touch screen technology. Lectures can be recorded using the internal video capture tool or audio recording tool which may then be posted for future reference in Blackboard or Moodle.  


Some things that you can do to enhance teaching and learning with the Promethean board:

· Create flipchart lessons in ActivInspire that may be re-used anytime in the future (Active Inspire is software like Powerpoint with interactivity capabilities, designed specifically for the Promethean Board)
· Move images around the board with a touch of your finger
· Draw on the board using a set of drawing tools and record movements to be viewed at a later time in Blackboard (good for recording math formulas.)
· Hold a web conference using SYKPE or iChat 
· Record a lesson via video or audio and post the recoding for later viewing by students in Blackboard.
· Draw from a vast array of subject area lessons designed specifically for K-12 at: http://www.prometheanplanet.org


Student response quizzes and surveys can be used with the Promethean Board as part of a flip chart lesson using the Promethean Board clicker software.

* Active Inspire viewer can be downloaded for free from the web but in order to edit and revise one’s own flipcharts, the software must be purchased and downloaded from the web. Saint Mary’s has a license to the software so if you would like to use it please contact Carmel Crane at x 8003 for assistance.



[bookmark: _GoBack]The Promethean Planet Website and other Contacts
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/us/

Use this site to view flipchart lessons created using ActivInspire and ActivePrimary software. New lessons are added all the time and can be tailored to your individual needs.

[image: ]
* Set up an account so you can see the lessons available for download.




Promethean Tech Support 
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/server.php?show=nav.1157



Getting Started with the Promethean Board

1. Turn on the computer near the Promethean Board in FAH 105 located to the right of the Promethean Board. You can get keys from the SOE front Desk. (You can also use your own laptop as long as you have installed the Active Studio software.)

2. Connect your computer to the Promethean Board using the USB cable. 

3. Look for the flame icon and hold the Promethean pen next to it until the flame flashes red. Once it lights up your Active Board is ready to use.

Calibrating the Promethean Board
      This process aligns the Active pen with the board.

1.Hover your Active pen over the Promethean icon at the top left corner of the board 
   until you hear a “beep” and se the screen on the board turn white.

2. You will be prompted to click anywhere on the board.

3. Precisely click the center of each of the 5 calibration crosses
    as they appear on the board. 

Cleaning the Active Board

The board is constructed of Formica-like materials. Please make sure to use only the pens provided for daily use. Do not use abrasive soap or powders, Do not use petroleum-based products or stain remover

If the surface needs cleaning after accidental use with dry erase or permanent markers, use dry erase marker cleaner sparingly!

Active pen- is like a mousse
The nib is actually a left click button the barrel is the cont + click.
To right click, hold the pen at ¼ to 1.8 “ have the board and click the barrel of the pen.

Creating and Using Flipcharts with ActivInspire 
Open ActivInspire from your applications area on your computer. 

Flipcharts
The flipchart is the main workspace area in which you open, prepare and deliver your lesson. The pages are like PowerPoint slides. You can have up to four different flipchart lessons open at one time.

To open an existing flipchart go to the tool panel:
Main Menu > File > Open flipchart 

To open a new flipchart
	Main Menu > File > Open New Flipchart

To create an overlay onto your desktop so you can use the ActivInspire tools with your existing applications
Toolbar > Main Menu > Edit > Background > Set Background > Desktop Overlay


[image: :Picture 11.png]The ActivInspire Toolbar 
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   Configuring the toolbar to include the tools you want:
    Go to tool bar > Main Menu > View > Dashboard > Configure > Manage Profiles >    
    Commands
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The Dashboard is also another way you can open/or create a flipchart
Annotate over your Desktop create an Express Poll Quiz, link to Promethean Planet on the web, or connect to training and support.



Add a Background or Grid to your pages
There are thousands of resources that you can incorporate into your flipcharts. You can find backgrounds, grids, images, sounds, text and other interactive elements.

Tool bar > Edit > Page Background
Tool bar > Edit > Grids



[image: :Picture 1.png]Access the Resource Browser –  The Resource Browser allows you to add great backgrounds and graphic organizers.
Go to tool bar > Resource Manager
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Example of an Art activity page in the resource browser
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