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Children’s Literature Collection

	The Children’s Literature Collection is a celebration of children’s literature. Literature is the basic material we use to teach literacy.  This project shows that you are exploring and evaluating children’s literature, and that you can use the internet, libraries, and bookstores to gather information and collaborate with others, and that you can effectively analyze and present this information using technology.  Learning Outcome focus: learn how to use instructional materials effectively, focusing on children’s literature and textbook programs.

Description of Assignment

· This is a collaborative assignment.  You will work with a small group to research a genre or type of children’s literature and present it to the class.  

· Genres we will investigate are: Contemporary Realistic Fiction, Traditional Literature (folktale, legend, etc.), Informational Texts, Fantasy, and Poetry.  If you wish, you could propose other ideas, such as feminist stories, multicultural books centered on a particular culture/group, bibliotherapy titles, books to educate about SPED, etc.

· Each person in the group will contribute 5 books and write-ups. 

· At least 2 of the 5 selections should be multicultural titles, ideally from the Saint Mary’s library collection. 

· Books should be at a range of grade levels and include chapter books.  

· As a group, you will 

	1. Create a collection. 

	2. Create an engaging and informative presentation. 

· You will post your collection on a class wiki. 

· There will be a peer evaluation component that will help establish the points awarded to the group.  Each person in the group will be awarded the same amount of points.










1.  The Collection  The Collection should include three parts:

· Description of Genre.  The description should include genre characteristics and ways to teach the genre.  (This should be around 2 pages.)

· Teacher Resource List: List a minimum of 5 professional resources for your colleagues who may want to investigate on their own.  Annotate each resource with a brief (2-3 sentence) description of why it is helpful.  Resources can be websites, journals, journal articles, or books.

· Write-ups of children’s literature you recommend wholeheartedly!  for each literature selection, include:

· bibliographical information: author, title, date, publisher
· level, topics/themes, culture represented, language
· a short summary 
· a short critique
· a graphic organizer you have filled in that fits the book -- or a relevant lesson idea with clear instructions for teaching.

2.  The Presentation 

The presentation should be short! No more than 10-15 minutes!! 

· Use visual displays/ drama/ music/ activities to engage your audience.

· Bring wonderful books to class to share.  

· Present a clear description of the genre and how to teach it. Show us fabulous teacher resources.

· Engage us in working with graphic organizers and other ideas for teaching.

Helpful Hints: 
· Use reliable sources to gather your information.  As you use the internet, be sure the source is reliable (.org  or edu may be a better source than .com).  DO make an appointment to see the reference librarians at St. Mary’s to assist you.  
· Cite your sources!!!  Use APA citation format. Do not simply copy and paste!!
· Visit the library to read the experts: Donna Norton and Junko Yokota are well known for their work with children’s literature.  The Book Links journal is also an exceptional resource, along with The Reading Teacher and The Horn Book.  
· Talk to librarians in the Children’s Department of your public library; you will find them to be enthusiastic and excellent sources of information. 
  
TPE: 1a, 3,5,7.  20 points
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